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Call for Abstracts  

Young Investigator & Poster Sessions 

Mito Conference 2026 - Pisa 

 

Mitocon and its Scientific Committee welcome abstract submissions from  

national and international early-career researchers for the Young Investigator 

Session and Poster Session of the Mitochondrial Disease Conference 2026, 

focusing on the following topics: 

- Basic Science 

- Natural History 

- Translational Research 

- Therapies  

All accepted abstracts will be exhibited as posters, presented during a Poster 

Session and reported in the Conference Abstract Book. The best abstract on 

each topic will be presented as oral communication during the Young 

Investigator Session. 

The Poster Session will be held on January 23rd  and the Young Investigator 

Session will be held on  January 24th  during the Mito Conference 2026 that will 

take place in Pisa.  

Those interested are invited to submit an abstract no later than October 1st, 

2025.  

MITO Awards 

To recognize outstanding scientific contributions of early-career researchers, 

Mitocon will award: 

• the Best Oral Presentation (€500); 

• the Best Poster Presentation (€500). 

Eligible candidates must meet the stated eligibility criteria. 
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Eligibility Criteria: 

The following early-career researchers are eligible to apply: 

• Aged 35 or younger at the time of abstract submission; 

• Without a permanent academic or research position; 

• PhD students; 

• Researchers up to 5 years post-PhD; 

• Medical residents or researchers enrolled in advanced scientific or 

biomedical training 

Applicants must provide a signed self-certification confirming they meet the 

eligibility criteria. 

General Points 

1. Abstracts must be submitted in English, in Word and PDF format. 

2. Abstracts must be relevant to the conference topics. 

3. Presenting authors can submit a maximum of one abstract 

4. The abstract must include: 

• Keywords – maximum 6 

• Introduction/Scope 

• Material and methods 

• Results and discussion 

• Conclusions 

• Acknowledgement 

• References 

5. The maximum length of the abstract is 2500 characters (spaces  

excluded). Abstracts exceeding the limit will be rejected. 

6. The title should not exceed 150 characters including spaces; 

7. Abstracts from commercial entities are admitted; however, these 

submissions are not eligible for the MITO Awards. 

8. Please, make sure to state your correct e-mail address. After submitting 

your abstract, you will receive a confirmation email. 

 

Required documents for submission 
To complete your abstract submission, please make sure to include the 

following: 
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1. Abstract in both Word and PDF formats, following the required structure 

and formatting rules 

2. Complete contact form, including name, surname, email and phone 

number of the presenting author 

3. Self-certification confirming eligibility as a Young Investigator (i.e., no 

more than 5 years post-PhD, under 35 years of age, no permanent 

position). A simple signed statement is sufficient.  

Deadline for abstracts submission 

Abstracts should be sent by October 1st, 2025 only by email to 

scientific.office@mitocon.it  indicating in the subject of the email "Poster  

Session- Mito Conference 2026" and enclosing a form with details of the 

contact person (name, surname, email, telephone).  

Abstract received after this date will not be evaluated. 

Abstract Selection 

All eligible abstracts will be accepted for the Poster Session. 

In addition, four (4) outstanding abstracts will be selected by the Scientific 

Committee for a 15-minute oral communication (10 min presentation + 5 min 

Q&A) during the Young Investigator Session, held in plenary. 

Abstract format guidelines  

- Font: 12 pt Times New Roman 

- Line spacing: single 

- No line or page numbers. No headers or footers (other than footnotes).  

- Do not include paper ID number. 

- The title must be lowercase, with only the first letter in uppercase. 

- One blank line before and after main section titles. 

- One blank line before sub-section titles. 

- Paragraphs should be fully justified. 

- Literature quoted in the text should be indicated by author and publication 

year –one author (Smith, 2000); two authors (Smith & Jones, 2000); more than 

two authors (Smith et al, 2000). 

- Authors’ names must appear in mixed-case characters with the first letter of 

the first name and full surname. (e.g., G. Papadopoulos). In case of different 
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authors, please indicate the name of the 'presenting author' and the email 

address. 

- Affiliation must contain the details of the affiliations (Department / Hospital 

/ University / Institute, etc.) of all the authors. Please use the numbering so 

that each author can correspond to their affiliation. Each affiliation shall be 

entered only once (not to be repeated for each author). 

- All abbreviations must be defined the first time they appear in your text. 

Example: Primary Mitochondrial Disorders (PMDs). 

- Use generic drug names. 

- Disclosure of potential conflict of interest (e.g. grant support, consultancy, 

membership on advisory councils, speaker’s bureau) by the presenting 

author is mandatory.  

Poster presentation guidelines 

- Poster layout Dimensions: 100 cm (height) x 70 cm (width), portrait format. 

- State the title and the authors at the top of your poster in easily readable 

bold letters. 

- Indicate the presenting author if different from the first author. 

- Disclose your potential conflicts of interest. 

 

The standard format of a poster follows that of an oral scientific presentation 

and includes: 

• Keywords – maximum 6 

• Introduction/Scope 

• Material and methods 

• Results and discussion 

• Conclusions 

• Acknowledgement 

• References 

- Font: Times New Roman, Arial, Helvetica 

- Title: should be in large fonts 60-100 points  

• Text: 16-24 points 

• Authors: 30-40 points 

• Affiliation: 20-40 point 

- Institute logos or affiliations should be minimised in size and put in the lower 

corner of the poster,  
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- Graphics and tables should have a complete title and legend. 

 

Set up your poster in person 

- Bring your high-resolution printed poster with you to the meeting. 

- Set up your printed poster at least one hour before the Conference starts. 

- Paper numbers will be placed on the poster boards in numerical order. 

- Find your paper number and put up your printed poster in the designated 

space. 

- Push pins or tape will be provided to hang your poster. 

Present your poster in person 

The presence of authors at their posters will be required during the Poster 

Session as in the program 

 

• Each poster presenter is responsible for printing their poster and bringing 

it to the meeting.  

• Each poster must have a unique presenter; one person can only present 

one poster 

• Poster presenters are required to stand by the poster during the 

scheduled duration of the poster session to answer questions from 

attendees 

• Presenters must remove their printed posters at the end of the session. 

Mitocon and its Scientific Committee reserve the right to reject abstracts and 

posters that do not substantially meet the above instructions. 

 

Conditions for Participation 

Authors of accepted abstracts are requested to register and pay the 

registration fee to attend the Conference, as well as cover their own travel to 

Pisa and accommodation costs. 

Registration of presenting authors must be done by 22nd December 2025 

(midnight CEST).  
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Notification 

Final selection will be made by at least 3 expert of the Mitocon Scientific 

Committee. Notification of acceptance or rejection of submitted abstracts will 

be sent to the corresponding authors by November 3rd 2025.  

Questions? 

If you have any questions regarding abstracts or need assistance, please 

contact Serena Massucci – Mitocon Scientific Officer at: 

scientific.office@mitocon.it 
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Important dates 

Abstract due October 1st  

Notification of acceptance November 3rd  

Early Registration Closing November 22nd  

Registration Closing December 22nd 

Mito Conference 23-24 January 2026 
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